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The BC Coat of Arms & the Man Who Made Them

 by Carl A. Larsen

Our First Heraldist - Canon Arthur John Beanlands 1857-1917

Canon Beanlands, Rector of Christ Church Cathedral in 
Victoria for twenty-five years, (1884-1909) has the undisputed 
distinction of being the first recognized heraldist in the province 
and the first resident to receive a grant of arms. However, 
Beanlands’ lasting legacy to the province, is undoubtedly his 
design for the British Columbia coat of arms. Sir Conrad Swan, 
York Herald at the time and later Garter King of Arms, has high 
praise for Beanlands and his design.   

“The author of this heraldic design was Arthur John 
Beanlands, Rector and Canon Residentiary of Christchurch 
Cathedral, Victoria. He was an armorial enthusiast and appears to 
have been the first resident of the province to receive a grant of 
arms. Although he was naturally an amateur, the Canon 
conceived the design of the seal along the most effective lines, 
which without a doubt reflected the singular position of the 
province in the Empire as then understood.”

On 15 October 1987, Robert D. Watt, FHSC, participated in 
ceremonies held in the Parliament Buildings in Victoria in the 
presence of HM The Queen, and many provincial dignitaries, and 
delivered an address describing the long journey of Beanlands’ 
design to 1987 when Her Majesty signed the Royal Warrant 
establishing the final version of the arms of British Columbia and 
settling all outstanding issues with previous versions of the arms. 
(see Fig. 6) The fact remains though that essentially the arms still 
contain the emblems devised by Canon Beanlands over 90 years 
ago.

An Edited Version of Mr. Watt’s Address

“Today’s ceremony brings to completion a lively and 
intriguing story that stretches back over a century. Our Coat of 
Arms is a symbol of sovereignty as these are the arms of Her 
Majesty in right of British Columbia and a symbol of our co-
sovereign status as a province of the Canadian federation. 

  Somewhat surprisingly, the evolution of the Coat of Arms has 
taken over ninety years and has at times provoked some rather 
heated debate. When British Columbia joined Canada in 1871 it 
had no official heraldry although in the colonial period the Royal 

Arms, including the Royal Crest of the crowned lion standing on the 
imperial crown, was widely used on official documents. This was 
general practice throughout the Empire. However, in this province, 
from the 1870s the Royal Crest flanked by the initials “B.C.” began 
to be used as a type of provincial insignia.  (See Fig. 1)

In the early 1890s the need to review the Great Seal of the 
Province seems to have provided an opportunity for the 
Province’s first heraldic enthusiast, Canon Arthur Beanlands of 
Victoria, to encourage the government of the day to adopt a more 

Fig. 2   Beanlands must have looked at this wreathed version 
of the royal crest, likely used somewhere between 1890 and 
1896, and immediately thought he had the perfect crest and 
motto for his design. He could not have realised that the right 
to use the royal crest could only be granted by the sovereign 
and that his decision would have repercussions that would 
take nearly ninety years to resolve.
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Fig. 1  Device displaying 
the royal crest with letters 
BC added to distinguish it 
as our provincial emblem 
used at  the t ime of  
Confederation with Canada 
in 1871.
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elaborate device. In 1895 he designed a Coat of Arms for the 
Province which was adopted by Order-in-Council on July 19th 
that year and which Cabinet directed be used as the Great Seal of 
the Province.  This armorial device is quite 
similar to the completed arms being assigned by Royal Warrant 
today.

The symbolism of Beanlands’ design reflects sentiments and 
beliefs widely held in turn-of-the-century British Columbia. The 
Union Jack, then the national emblem, was placed in the lower 
part of the shield to represent unity with the British nation by 
descent and government. The wavy blue bars and the setting sun 
symbolized the sea and the assured permanence and glory of the 
Province, the latter point reinforced by the motto which freely 
rendered means “brilliance without setting”. The two supporters, 
the wapiti stag of Vancouver Island and the big horn sheep of the 
Mainland represented the Union of the two colonies in 1866. 
Above the shield was the Royal Crest, used, in Beanlands’ 
opinion, as an expression of loyalty to the Crown.

Beanlands had a good grasp of heraldic design but less 
understanding of the legal principles involved. The dependence 
of provincial officials on his views led to a prolonged and 
sometimes acrimonious battle with officials in London when the 
Province attempted, as it did in 1897, to register the arms at the 
College of Arms, the part of the Royal Household which 
administered the Sovereign’s armorial prerogative in England 
and the colonies. At the heart of the dispute which then unfolded 
lay misunderstanding about the difference between devices 
appearing on a Great Seal and Coat of Arms.

The designs appearing on the Great Seal were fully within 
provincial control under the terms of a federal statute of 1877. 
However, Coats of Arms were grants of honour from the Crown 
created via an exercise of the Royal Prerogative. For the 
government of a British territory arms had to come into being via 
a Royal Warrant drawn up on the advice of the Crown’s armorial 
officers, that is the Heralds at the College of Arms.

Unfortunately, apart from misunderstandings about these 
matters of principle, there were some problems with Beanlands’ 
design. The heralds pointed out that the Union Jack was in an 
inferior position on the shield. As well, the Royal Crest could not 
be granted to the Province as this would infringe the Sovereign’s 
exclusive right to the symbol and violate an essential element of 
heraldic practice, that no arms or parts of an armorial 
achievement could be borne by another.

Furthermore, at that time, the Heralds felt that a grant of the 
honourable distinction of supporters to British Columbia was 
premature since no other province had yet received them. 
Resolution of the various issues took several years and letters 
flowed steadily between Victoria and London from 1904 to 1906. 
Joseph Pope, Undersecretary of State for Canada, was a deeply 
interested bystander since he hoped for agreement so that official 
arms for the province could be included in the Canadian Coat of 
Arms.

Finally in 1906, the Province received arms by Royal Warrant 
of Edward VII on March 31st.  Interestingly, only the 
shield and motto were granted. Beanlands’ concept survived but 
with the sun and Union Jack reversed to conform to proper 
heraldic practice and with a golden antique crown in the centre 
point of the Union Jack. For the time being the Province decided 
not to seek a grant of the crest and supporters which had also been 
adopted in 1895, although they continued to be used and in fact 
have been used down to the present day.

(see Figs. 3, 4 & 7)

(see Fig. 5)

Fig. 3  Canon Arthur Beanlands’ design included the royal crest  
and motto shown in Fig. 2, and brilliantly added the wapiti stag of 
Vancouver Island and the bighorn sheep of the Mainland as 
supporters resulting in a coat of arms supported by the 
government and the citizens.  It was very quickly put into service 
as the Great Seal of British Columbia in 1896.

Fig. 4  A handsome interpretation of the Beanlands design carved 
on the Speaker’s Chair in the BC Legislature.
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Fig. 6  When the final, modern version of the British Columbia 
Coat of Arms approved by Her Majesty by Royal Warrant signed in 
Victoria in 1997, is placed beside Beanlands’ original concept we 
can see how his inspired design has strongly influenced the 
magnificent achievement it has evolved into.

Fig. 7   Beanlands’ design on pin dish from the Vachon
Collection at the Canadian Museum of Civilisation.

Fig. 8   Current Great Seal of British Columbia

Despite several attempts to regularize the situation, the 
difficulty posed by the use of the Royal Crest seemed 
insurmountable. Happily, as today’s events prove, a beautiful and 
historic solution has been found and in the process, the Province 
has been uniquely honoured by the Sovereign. With Her 
Majesty’s agreement, the Royal Crest is for the first time in 
history being granted, with an appropriate differencing mark, to 
another sovereign entity. Henceforth the lion will bear a garland 
of dogwoods, the Province’s official flower.

  Three other changes are being made. The golden helmet of 
sovereignty is placed between the shield and the crest as a mark 
of British Columbia’s CO-sovereign status in Confederation, an 
appropriate signal of the completion of the patriation process.

Above the helmet are the traditional heraldic elements of a 
wreath and mantling. These are red and white, Canada’s national 
colours as established in the Canadian Coat of Arms granted in 
1921. The provincial flower is featured a second time by 
entwining dogwoods around the motto scroll.

The evolution of the arms of British Columbia is now 
complete. It marks the granting of the Province’s augmented 
Coat of Arms as a unique occasion in Canadian history. This is 
the first time that the Sovereign and Her representative in a 
province, the Lieutenant-Governor, one of Her Majesty’s 
Officers of Arms, a Premier and his Ministers, and the Secretary 
of State have all been present to witness the signing of a Royal 
Warrant.”

So it can be seen that the most significant of Canon 
Beanlands’ heraldic legacies to British Columbia is the most 
prominent visual symbol of the province, its coat of arms and 
flag.  However in a future article we will introduce you to his 
heraldic legacy in Holy Trinity Cathedral in New Westminster, 
where he did some quite remarkable work contributing to the 
memorial for the first Bishop of the Diocese, Acton Sillitoe.

Fig. 5   Although the arms granted by Royal Warrant of Edward 
VII in 1906 included only the shield and motto and reversed the 
positions of sun and Union Flag, BC continued to use the crest 
and supporters from the original Beanlands version.

Con’t from Page 2 -  BC Coat of Arms

A invaluable source of information for this article was Canada: 
Symbols of Sovereignty by Sir Conrad Swan, University of Toronto 
Press,1977.
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Honouring The Blazon

by Carl A. Larsen

This is the first of a series of articles that will be reprinted from 
early issues of the Blazon which was founded by Robb Watt who 
served as editor from 1982 to 1986. The first two issues were 
simply called N E W S L E T T E R. The third issue, dated January 
1983, was named The Blazon and that name has continued to the 
present day. After Robb departed for Ottawa to become the first 
Chief Herald of Canada there were no issues of The Blazon until 
the autumn of 1997 and it has been published continuously since.  

The  following article appeared in August 1982, and the 
stained glass windows in the Courthouse in Greenwood was the 
first heraldic site in British Columbia to appear in the Blazon.  

I discovered this heraldic site, myself, many years after Robb 
did and long before reading his article. We were on our way home 
after a holiday in the Kootenays and stopped in Greenwood to 
take a look around the pleasant city center with its many heritage 
buildings. The Visitor’s Centre told us to be sure and see the old 
courthouse which was “well worth a visit”. I doubt if it had 
changed much since Robb’s visit in 1981 but the museum he 
mentions as being inside the old courthouse is now in the Visitor’s 
Centre and that space in the courthouse has become the City Hall. 
It all works very well and a member of the staff told me that they 
“love working in this heritage building”...  

Robb’s concise, well researched article describing the 
Blomfield’s stained glass windows and decorative skylights is as 
interesting now as it was when he wrote it thirty years ago. The 
only change I have made is to replace the black and white photos 
included in his article with some digital photos I took in 2007. I 
hope you will enjoy this article from the past with the photos from 
the present.

Heraldic Stained Glass Windows
Featuring Arms of
Seven Provinces
as used in 1903

NEWSLETTER   Volume 1  Number 2  August 1982

HERALDIC SITES IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 
by Robert D. Watt

With this issue we start a regular feature on destinations for 
seekers of heraldry in B.C. and the Yukon. Below are a couple of 
favourites. There are certain to be hundreds more and readers are 
invited to send in theirs.

The great arched semicircular window above the visitor’s 
gallery in the north wall of the Court Room features a fine 
patriotic display. It was created in 1902-03 in his Vancouver 
studio by the master glass artisan James Blomfield (1872-1951) 
whose work is among the finest produced in Canada at the turn of 
the century. In the centre, frames in natural foliage, are the arms of 
the province, but in their unauthorized version, 1895-1906, with 
the Union Jack below the sun in splendor. On either side are 
matching circles, each with three shields set in a position like the 
legs conjoined in the arms of the Isle of Man. On the left are those 
of Quebec, Ontario and New Brunswick and on the right, Nova 
Scotia, Prince Edward Island and Manitoba. The Nova Scotia 
arms are those granted by the College (of Arms) in 1868 and 
replaced by the restoration of the 17th century Lyon grant in 1929.  
One of the interesting oddities of Blomfield’s rendering of these 
various arms is his use of blue maple leaves in the shield of 
Quebec, presumably for artistic reasons.

The building’s architect, George Dillon Curtis of Nelson, 
created a splendid setting for this window, a 50 x 30 foot court 
room with a 35 foot ceiling supported on hammerbeam trusses.  
Two skylights in the centre of the ceiling are also by Blomfield       

Founded 1982-83

Con’t
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No. 1.  GREENWOOD COURTHOUSE WINDOWS,
GREENWOOD,  WEST  KOOTENAYS
(now the Greenwood Museum)

and echo the flanking arrangements on either
side of the British Columbia arms in the

main window, this time showing
the crosses of St. George,

St. Andrew and St. Patrick.
Overall the two displays are

nicely complementary,
one national and

one Imperial.
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Arms of Quebec and New BrunswickOntario, 

Arms of BC, 1895-1906 Version

Arms of Nova Scotia & ManitobaPEI, 

 One of Two Decorative skylights with Crosses of
St. George, St. Andrew and St. Patrick. Detail of Stained Glass in Skylight

 Greenwood City Hall - Formerly Court House

Con’t from Page 8
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Allan Ailo has the class's attention

Carl Larsen talking about differencing arms

Can Heraldry Really Interest Young Canadians?

Both Allan Ailo and I have lectured on heraldry many times 
but seldom has the experience been as dynamic, or as pleasurable  
fun, as it was last December at John Knox Christian School in 
Burnaby. The Christmas concerts were over, it was Pajama Day at 
the school and most of the students and some of the teachers were 
dressed in their sleepwear which added an 
air of informality to our heraldry 
presentation.

When schoolteacher Yvonne DeWith 
toured Government House in Victoria in 
October with the BC Teachers’ Institute, 
the heraldic shields mounted above the 
main staircase caught her eye.  (Branch 
members will know that these shields 
were commissioned from Master Heraldic 
Craftsman Laurie Patten, and represented 
the coats of arms of all royal and 
armigerous vice-regal overnight guests at 
Government House during the past 112 
years.) While at Government House, Ms. 
DeWith met and spoke to the Lieutenant 
Governor’s Private Secretary, Colonel 
James Hammond, commented on the shields and mentioned that 
she thought that her grade 3 class would have been very interested 
in the display. She had had been teaching them Canadian history 
and had included the coats of arms of Canada and those of the 
provinces and territories. A couple of 
emails later I was speaking to Ms. DeWith 
on the telephone to arrange a visit to the 
school to meet her class, and the class of 
another teacher, to share some heraldry 
with them. We agreed that we would 
spend the morning with one class and the 
afternoon with the other. There were about 
20 students in all.  

In preparation for the event, Allan 
modified his “Introduction to Heraldry” 
PowerPoint presentation to make it more 
focused on 9 year-olds. He also created a 
kit for each student consisting of a 
template to use in designing their personal 
coat of arms and a handout showing the 
types of charges which could be used in 
their arms and crests. In addition to that, he prepared a poster  
showing the arms of Canada, British Columbia and the City of 
Burnaby which could be permanently displayed in their 
classroom and that was presented to the teacher at the end of the 
session. I brought along a selection of shields to place on display 
during our presentations and circulated those with provincial and 
territorial arms which the students enjoyed handling and 
identifying.

Working with the students after the presentation as they 
designed their personal arms gave us some insights into what had 
been learnt. I could see that most of them had a grasp of at least 

by Carl A. Larsen

A Visit to John Knox Christian School

some of the key elements of heraldry. They knew heraldry 
developed, as one boy told me quite accurately, “when knights 
wore closed helmets so you didn’t know who was inside their 
armour, so they would paint designs on their shields, so their  
friends would know who they were, and who was the enemy”.  
Then there was the rule of tincture. “You shouldn’t paint a red 
cross on a black shield because it wont show up, but a white cross 

would be okay”, commented one of the 
girls, “or the cross could also be gold”, 
another one added.

One of the girls asked a very good 
question. “Can girls have a coat of arms 
like the boys because they couldn’t be 
knights and wear armour”. When I 
explained that in Canadian heraldry both 
boys and girls are equal so both can apply 
for their own coat of  arms and their 
children can inherit them and use them 
too, the response was a chorus of“yeas” 
from all the girls and most of the boys.         

We gave each of the two teachers a 
personal copy of A Canadian Heraldic 
Primer to use as a resource for their classes 
and another copy for the school library. 

Both teachers were delighted with the presentations as well as the 
response of their students to the “heraldry lesson” and indicated 
that we would be receiving an invitation to return next year to 
speak to their new classes.  Something we will look forward to. 

A number of “thank you” notes were 
received from the students we spoke to. 
Eric wrote “thank you for teaching us 
about coats of arms. I learned that you can 
add an animal on the crest and you can add 
other stuff to your shield”. Seth wrote, 
“Dear Mr. Larsen and Mr. Ailo, I enjoyed 
the lesson about Heraldry. I learned a lot 
and had fun too." And from Annie, “Thank 
you so much for coming to teach us!  I 
learned lots from you!  Thank you for 
letting us make our own coat of arms.” 
Flora wrote, “Your presentation was a 
blast! I learned a lot of things about 
heraldry.”  Katrina’s thank-you card 
began “Go Heraldry Go!” and continued 
“It was very exciting and fun to touch a 

coat of arms.  Thank you for teaching us about Heraldry.” Well 
Katrina, it was very exciting and fun for us too to spend this time 
talking about heraldry with such a great class.

If next year’s classes of grade threes have anything near the 
energy, interest and enthusiasm of this year’s, we can look 
forward to another dynamic and fun afternoon sharing our 
favourite subject with them. As to whether or not heraldry can 
interest young Canadians ... the answer is a resounding "Yes".

Con’t Page 7
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Work in Progress -
Argent 6 mullets Or

in chief-a fess gules...

Working on the
Crest-demi tiger

Can Heraldry Really Interest Young Canadians? from Page 6

Allan presenting the teacher,
with a poster

of the arms of BC, Canada &
City of Burnaby

Yvonne DeWith 

Justin was the first one finished

Flora's maple leaf-crosses
and hearts

Nathan's colourful effort

P
h

o
to

s
: 

C
a

rl
 L

a
rs

e
n

7V.7 - N.2 - I.14

On Saturday, 
Nov. 24th, 2012, 
twenty six of our 
m e m b e r s  a n d  
guests came out for 
the sumptuous Christmas Buffet Luncheon arranged by 

 the Oceanfront Resort & Marina 
overlooking Cowichan Bay

Shirley 
Greenwood and held at

.
Members and guests were treated to talks by Jamie 

Hammond, Executive Director of Government House and by 
Rideau Herald Emeritas Robb 
Watt.

Combining heraldry with the 
spirit of the Christmas season, 
Allan had decorated the place 
cards with the attributed arms of 
the three wise men.

Christmas Lunch

Webmaster Lee Van Horne receiving a “Heraldic Webmaster 
at Work” mug from Vice-President Allan Ailo, who had 
designed the mug in recognition of Lee’s work in developing 
and maintaining our branch website since 2007.
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Col. Hammond speaking on
Canadian military badges

MelchiorBalthasar Caspar
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Branch Sends Diamond Jubilee Greetings to the Queen
by Carl A. Larsen

At a meeting of the Branch executive earlier in the year, it was 
moved by Carl Larsen and seconded by Laurie Patten "that the 
board of directors of the BC/Yukon Branch convey loyal 
greetings and congratulations to Her Majesty on the occasion of 
her Diamond Jubilee".

A decorative certificate was designed by Allan Ailo and sent 
by Carl Larsen to Buckingham Palace to be delivered to Her 
Majesty. Some weeks later we received a letter from The Chief 
Clerk to the Queen expressing her appreciation.
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Director

THE ROYAL HERALDRY SOCIETY OF CANADA

Past President

February 6, 2012

   he Board of Directors of the
British Columbia/Yukon Branch
wish to convey to Her Majesty

our most loyal greetings and congratulations
on the occasion of her Diamond Jubilee.

T

BRITISH COLUMBIA/YUKON BRANCH

Director

Secretary

Director

Director

Vice-PresidentPresident

Director

401 - 2676 South Island Highway, Campbell River, BC, Canada  V9W 1C7

Carl A. Larsen

Lee Van Horne

Shirley Greenwood

Laurie PattenJoan Merrington

John Neill Allan Ailo

Thomas MercerGary Mitchell
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First Heraldic Event in British Columbia
Royal Engineers Corporal Creates First Coat of Arms in 1859

by Carl A. Larsen

The first actual heraldic event in British Columbia was 
connected to the arrival in 1858 of the Royal Engineers, including 
a certain Corporal White who played an important role.

Vancouver Island had been proclaimed a British colony in 
1849 but it was not until 1858 that what is now the mainland of 
British Columbia also became a colony at a time when 30,000 
gold seekers, mostly Americans, flooded in from California. A 
military force was needed to keep order, assert British authority 
and build infrastructure. By 1866 the two colonies had been 
united as British Columbia.

The first task of the 220 man Columbia Detachment of the 
Royal Engineers was to establish their camp in Sapperton, survey 
the town site and construct the new capital city from the virgin 
forest. They built roads and a dock, churches, a hospital, schools, 
a library, a theatre and even a permanent observatory. Their 
Commanding Officer, Colonel Robert Moody, also had them 
design postage stamps and publish a newspaper. They were also 
prepared to repel any American attempts to annex the territory. In 
1859 Queen Victoria chose the name New Westminster for the 
new capital and the residents were proud when the following year 
it became the first city in British Columbia to be incorporated and 
have an elected Council. 

As everyone knew then, you couldn’t be a proper city without 
a coat of arms and an official seal and Corporal White, whose first 
name we don’t know, was given the task of designing the first coat 
of arms ever in British Columbia. I think it’s likely that his duties 
probably included map-making, which meant he could sketch 
and draw. He might even have had some familiarization with 
coats of arms, at least the royal arms. He sketched a shield, drew a 
sailing ship on a gold field in chief followed by two maple trees 
and a cedar. (No doubt the inspiration was drawn from sailing 
ships tied up at the dock and all those trees they were cutting down 
to build the city. The crest was a grizzly bear and the supporters 
were red lions with the motto “In God We Trust”. (The U.S. didn’t 
use this motto until eight years later.) Colonel Moody presented 
the design to the City Council and they set to work making some 
changes in it resulting in a white shield quartered with a red cross, 
charged with a beaver, mining pick and shovel, salmon and 
Douglas pine. The City Council made two more changes later, 
switching the position of the salmon and Douglas pine (it’s a fir 
tree really) and changing the colour of the cross from red to blue. 
There isn’t much doubt that the red lions and blue cross on the 
final version of the arms is a nod to the Royal Engineers, whose 
regimental colours are scarlet and blue. 

In November 1863 the Columbia Detachment was disbanded 
and most of the men accepted the offer to stay and settle here in 
British Columbia. I hope that Corporal White was among those 
who stayed and continued to help build the province.

Current flag of Royal Engineers 
displaying regimental colours and badge.

Official grant of Arms
by CHA in 1992
which are very similar
to the original design
of Corporal White RE.

First version of
New Westminster
arms approved as
modified by City
Council in 1860.
(depiction by
Allan Ailo based
on archival council
meeting minutes)

Cypher of Royal Engineers

10 V.7 - N.2 - I.14 The Blazon



11V.7 - N.2 - I.14

Heraldry on Display
by Steve Cowen

At the national convention of the Royal Heraldry Society of 
Canada in Nanaimo last May, the Lawrence J. Patten Heraldry 
Exhibit was on prominent display in the hotel foyer. For the 
formal convention dinner the exhibit was moved into the dining 
room and it became the backdrop for the head table. Subsequent 
to the convention the exhibit is now installed at the Carey Mews 
at Government House in Victoria. (Refer to the Fall 2012 issue of 
The Blazon for details in its relocation and naming.)

As an aspect of visual art, heraldry is best appreciated when 
seen on display in its full colour. We all have various reference 
books with shields and achievements in colour or in hatching. 
And we have wandered around buildings, churches, castles, 

manors and palaces admiring the various heraldic items, both 
recent and modern, and this is always more appealing than 
looking in a book. In our continued work of our mission to 
promote the art and science of heraldry, having colourful displays 
allows us to take heraldry to our "customers" to encourage an 
interest amongst Canadians.

For the BC/YUKON branch we are developing a double 
approach for our displays. Our salient display is the exhibit at the 
Cary Mews at Government House in Victoria. While the 2012 
tourist season is now over, we are working with the Government 
House staff on how heraldry will be part of their tourist attractions 
in the 2013 tourist season. The target date for opening the Cary 
Mews complex is early May of 2013. This past summer the Mews 
was open for three days a week (Wednesday, Friday, and 
Saturday). For 2013 more days are planned, possibly five days a 
week. Besides the heraldry exhibit there is a gift shop, tea house, 
costume museum and interpretive centre featuring the history and 
background of the Vice-Regal activities as well as the Monarchy 
in British Columbia. The Mews is in a quiet corner of the 
Government House grounds and it proved to be a popular spot for 
tourists and visitors. For 2013 it is seen as a unique local tourist 
feature that allows open access at no charge for the enjoyment of 
individuals as well as coach tour

With having heraldry on display at the Mews, the key to 
guiding and assisting the visitors is the crucial work of the 

Con’t Page 12

Cary Mews carriageway with
heraldry display room and entrance on the right.
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Lawrence J. Patten Heraldry display
in the Cary Mews heraldry room.

Heraldry presentation in Courtenay
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Docents. And to have a keen team of volunteers to be our Docents 
we have turned to The Friends of Government House Gardens 
Society. This group of dedicated volunteers have been approached 
to assist as volunteer heraldry docents to man the heraldry room 
during the 2013 tourist season. A plan for training volunteer 
docents is being developed and coordinated through our liaison 
with Government House.

The other approach in our mission is to conduct a variety of 
public heraldry presentations to encourage local community 
interest in heraldry. To date this year the BC/Yukon branch has 
done two presentations in conjunction with local community 
groups; in Comox with the Comox Archives and Museum Society 
and in Courtenay with the Comox Valley Family History Research 
Group. The presentation has been requested for both Qualicum 
Beach and Campbell River groups for the spring of 2013. The 
heraldry presentation fits in well with the genealogical aspects of 
the local groups. 

    The Blazon



Besides a slide show to explain the history and aspects of 
heraldry in Canada, the BC/Yukon branch has developed a table-
top display unit. Along with examples of various shields the 
table-top display unit is a portable way of explaining aspects of 
heraldry and to add colour to a presentation. Attendees were also 
given a complimentary bookmark that showed RHSC and CHA 
contact details.

Since the Society's foundation more than three decades ago, 
the RHSC has never lost sight of its objectives and continues to 
this day informing and educating Canadians and assisting them 
and their institutions in the acquisition of properly granted coats 
of arms. The public access to the Carey Mews and the ongoing 
public presentations will assist with the publicity of our Society 
and may generate public interest in heraldry.

While the Branch Display Committee is made up of Laurie 
Patten, Tom Mercer and Steve Cowan, all Branch members are 
encouraged to submit ideas and leads for any displays or 
presentations. If you want to hold your own presentation the 
folding display unit and projector is available for your use; 
contact the branch at bcheraldry@shaw.ca. Don't forget to pass 
any details of displays or presentations along to the Branch 
Executive so they can keep the RHSC National Executive 
informed of our activities to promote heraldry in Canada.
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From the Desk of The Editors

If you have read all the way through this issue, to this note, 
on the very last page, you have probably noticed that there is a 
heritage theme to some of the articles. You will have seen the 
new logo on the masthead and on this page, which was a hint 
that something was up! The logo was designed, of course, by 
Allan Ailo, wearing his Art Director’s hat.

When we realized that 2012 and 2013 were significant 
anniversaries for heraldry in British Columbia, being the 
founding in 1982/83 of the BC/Yukon Chapter and the creation 
of our much admired publication, The Blazon, we thought that 
some sort of commemoration would be in order. So The Blazon 
Heritage Article was born. See Page 4, an article written by 
Robert D. Watt in 1982, the first of a series of articles to be 
reprinted from Blazons of the 1980’s that will appear in future 
issues. 
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We have gone back even further into 
British Columbia’s heraldic past and on Page 5 
is a story about Corporal White of the Her Majesty’s Royal 
Engineers designing the first version of the coat of arms of the 
new City of New Westminster in 1859, the first actual heraldic 
event to take place in our province.

The lead article in this issue is the story of Canon Arthur 
Beanlands, designing the first coat of arms of British Columbia 
in 1895 and the nearly ninety year journey of his design as it 
evolved into its modern day version. What a legacy he has left 
us and there is more of him to come in a future article.

We know this issue was a “little” late, but we hope you feel it 
was worth the wait. So please don’t worry, and never fear, there 
is still more to come this year.

Carl Larsen and Allan Ailo
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