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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

The summer sure went by fast! Including a trip to Ottawa to attend the National Annual General Meeting 

of the Society, I had four excursions to meet family. In Ottawa I was assisted by BC/Yukon Branch 

members John Neill (Past President) and Don Mayers (Treasurer). We took part in all the activities and it 

was great to meet follow Society members and guests. Even the big sink hole in downtown Ottawa 

couldn’t dampen our activities; we had to take a slightly different route to get down to the river for our 

afternoon boat cruise. 

While the occasion of our Society’s 60
th
 birthday was celebrated at the Ottawa A.G.M. in June, our 

Branch dinner on 22 October will closely coincide with the actual founding of the Royal Heraldry Society 

of Canada on 25 October. We are looking forward to a very enjoyable evening. Our Guest Speaker, Mr. 

Jerymy Brownridge, Private Secretary to the Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia and Executive 

Director of Government House in Victoria, is a bit busy right now with a few guests, the Duke and 

Duchess of Cambridge and their two children. We are looking forward to hearing about the Royal visit 

and what we can work on together to promote heraldry in our Branch. 

On a personal note I will be busy in October teaching a four-session heraldry course at the Elder Colleges 

in Courtenay as well as Campbell River. The idea is to introduce the course at other Elder Colleges on 

Vancouver Island and elsewhere, and I would be interested in hearing from other branch members if they 

would consider being a class leader for this. 

Your executive has been preparing for our Branch Annual 

General Meeting. While we intend to get the date and details out 

to you as soon as they are confirmed, we are planning to hold 

this in the Victoria area and are looking at holding the A.G.M. 

before the beginning of March 2017, including a guest speaker 

at this mid-day event. 

Don’t forget to R.S.V.P. to Treasurer Don Mayers for the 22 

October dinner, and please include your meal selection. Our 

next Branch Executive meeting is 19 November, so please let 

me know if you have any items for your Branch Board (pictured 

at sinister, engaged in a Skype call with our Victoria members) 

Only three months until we hark the herald angels. 

Steve Cowan, C.D., U.E., L.R.H.S.C. 

Lieutenant-Commander (Retired) 

Branch President. 
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HERALDRY BOOKS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA 

Lesley Patten 

Last summer the BC Branch of the Heraldry Society were looking to find a good home for several books 

that had been given to the Society. Board members Tom Mercer, who looks after the Mews heraldry 

display at Government House and Lesley Patten, who is also a member of the UVic Alumni Association 

board of directors met with Michael Lines, the Medieval Studies Librarian at the University of Victoria. 

The books were reviewed, itemized and donated to the University of Victoria Library 

http://www.uvic.ca/library/. Some texts were placed in the special collections library, notably, A new 

dictionary of heraldry, explaining the terms us’d in that science […] Revis’d and corrected with a 

recommendatory epistle by Mr. James Coats, 1739. Others were placed in the general shelves. Any 

member of the public is able to loan out books, view items within the library and is able to access them 

through inter-library loans with a Community Member Library Card. The materials received a note about 

their donation from the Society in their bibliographic records, allowing anyone to call up a complete list 

from the catalogue. The UVic library is a great place to visit with a coffee shop and ample chairs to enjoy 

your visit and catch up on some heraldry reading. 

A SHORT CHAT WITH THE DEPUTY CHIEF HERALD OF CANADA 
Lee Van Horne 

During a very short trip to Ottawa, I had the opportunity of visiting the Canadian Heraldic Authority 

(CHA). While there, Bruce Patterson, the Deputy Chief Herald of Canada, was gracious enough to grant 

me a short interview. 

Perhaps, however, I should start off with a brief description of the CHA and 

what it is about. It was formed as a consequence of Letters Patent (June 4
th
, 

1988) by Her Majesty the Queen allowing the Governor General to exercise 

her prerogative powers regarding arms within Canada. Since 

then, the main function of the CHA has been to grant arms to 

Canadians. It has developed a reputation of creating innovative 

arms and yet staying within the confines of ‘good heraldry’. 

Arms are considered an ‘honour’ and thus the CHA is a wing 

of the Chancellery of Honours. Although its postal address is 1 

Sussex Drive, they and the rest of the Chancellery are not 

located at Rideau Hall but, rather, in a separate building a kilometre or two down Sussex Drive. 

I started off by asking Bruce how many people work at the CHA and he replied eight, mostly heralds. At 

first, I was surprised by the low number but when considering that much of the artwork and calligraphy is 

farmed out via contracts, it seems reasonable. The staff is spread out amongst about a dozen rooms. I then 

asked how many grants had been made since the inception of the CHA. Bruce said that he did not have 

the breakdown between grants and registrations but, together, it comes to about 2500. 

(I should explain here the difference between grants and registrations. Grants refer to arms that have been 

granted by the CHA. Registrations refer to arms that have been granted by some other authority but 

registered with the CHA by request of the armiger.) Bruce remarked that in the last few years, despite ups 

and downs in the economy, the rate of grants has been remarkably steady. 

I then started asking some broad questions like what changes he has seen in the CHA over 

the years and decades. Bruce stated that he began working with the CHA in 2000 and that 

the biggest change has been how the heralds do their work. While each has a defined area 

of expertise, they now work much more collaboratively, each herald contributing to almost 
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all aspects of a particular project, working very much like a tight team. As we continued our conversation, 

Bruce mentioned that he felt that the CHA has contributed positively to the field of heraldry by striking a 

good balance between innovation and tradition. We ended our chat on that note. 

I came away from the meeting with a feeling that the CHA was a team with a mission: to produce 

innovative and quality heraldry with a Canadian stamp on it. For those members who are contemplating 

petitioning for arms and have specific ideas, I suggest that you, at least temporarily, set those ideas aside 

and let the heralds have free reign. You might be pleasantly surprised with the result! 

TWO SOCIETY BADGES AND THEIR MEDALLIC COUNTERPARTS 

John W. Neill 

This article deals with a field of study allied to heraldry, namely phaleristics – the study of orders, 

decorations and medals. For many years, our Society has conferred the honour of Fellowship upon those 

members who have made a significant contribution to the promotion or study of heraldry, whether here in 

Canada or abroad, honorary Fellowships being given to those who (check on criteria), the award being 

made at the Society’s annual conference. Along with the Fellowship diploma comes a badge which can be 

hung around the neck, or suspended from a bow, to be 

worn at Society meetings and dinners. Our Society’s 

livery colours are the same as the national colours (or 

more correctly, tinctures) of Canada, viz. Argent and 

Gules, and the Society’s badge, on which the Fellowship 

badge is based, is likewise tinctured. At the time of its 

introduction, an appropriate ribbon had to be chosen to 

compliment the badge and an obvious candidate was the 

ribbon of the Canada General Service Medal of 1866 – 

1870, which inspired the ribbon of the Order of Canada. 

This medal, released at the comparatively late date of 

1899 (partly as a reaction to the earlier award of the 

North-West Canada Medal of 1885) was the first to use 

the red-and-white ribbon, colours that would later be confirmed as those of Canada by George V’s Royal 

Proclamation of 1921. 

The Canada General Service Medal (CGSM) was awarded to those who 

participated in the repulsion of the Fenian Raids into Canada by disaffected Irish 

Americans after the US Civil War and the suppression of the Red River 

Rebellion by Métis leader Louis Riel (who was also to be the principal instigator 

of the North-West Rebellion in Saskatchewan fifteen years later). In all, 16,668 

medals were awarded, the majority going to those who had fought against the 

American invaders of 1866 and 1870 in various actions in southern Ontario and 

Quebec. The most famous of them, the Battle of Ridgeway, is today hailed as 

‘the battle that made Canada’ due to its effect in securing Maritimers’ support 

for Confederation in 1867. 

The second medal of interest is the Egypt and Sudan Medal of 1882 - 1889, 

awarded to those who fought in various theatres in this region during the 

turbulent period of the 1880s and particularly against the Mahdist uprising in the 

Sudan of 1884/5. At Khartoum, capital of the Sudan, General Charles ‘Chinese’ Gordon had been 

besieged by Dervish militants for almost a year. A relief force was sent from Alexandria and the famous 

Nile Expedition included 386 Canadian voyageurs who had been recruited to navigate the troops and their 
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supplies up the Nile to Khartoum. The expedition’s organizer, General Sir 

Garnet Wolseley, had led the expedition against Riel in 1870 and expressed his 

admiration for the Canadian boatmen who had helped him to arrive at Red River 

only three months after leaving Toronto. In Egypt, the Canadians made good 

progress but regrettably, due to the very late hour at which the expedition was 

organized, the relief force arrived too late to save the ill-fated Gordon from his 

Dervish opponents!  

The ribbon of this medal represents the 

confluence of the Blue and White Niles at 

Khartoum and consists of five alternating 

bands of blue and white. Branch members 

will be familiar with this ribbon as it has 

been used to depend the Branch badge, 

worn in a similar fashion to the Society’s 

Fellowship badge during branch meetings 

and dinners to show past or present 

membership in the Branch board of 

management. The ribbon compliments the barry wavy Argent and 

Azure depicted in the base of the badge and it is fitting that it also 

happens to commemorate the point in history where, albeit in a 

civilian role, Canadians were first involved in an overseas military 

mission. 

DISCOVERING IRISH HERALDRY Steve Cowan, C.D., U.E., L.R.H.S.C. 

After a long flight from Comox BC to Dublin Ireland, via 

Calgary, Toronto and St. John’s, the last thing on my mind 

upon arrival was heraldry. First Judy and I had to find our 

hotel after the tourist bus dropped us off downtown but we 

oriented ourselves as we navigated through the busting 

crowds and past some alluring pubs. A stroll in the afternoon 

after a failed attempt at a nap resulted in a pub visit before an 

early supper and bed. With mind and body rejuvenated it 

was time to hit the bricks and explore Dublin, my 

grandmother’s birthplace. 

It sure is crowded in Dublin. So crowded you can almost 

miss the heraldry as you dodge pedestrians, tourists, prams, 

couriers and brewery delivery lorries as you walk along 

uneven cobbled streets and sidewalks. Crossing the River 

Liffey on the busy O’Connell Bridge, you approach the 

popular shopping and tourist area. A significant heraldic 

landmark is the O’Connell Monument at the foot of 

O’Connell Street. 

The monument recognizes the 19
th
 century Irish nationalist 

leader, Daniel O’Connell (1775 – 1847). The monument has 

some interesting heraldic aspects; on its four sides are the 

arms of the four provinces of Ireland. Shown in the 
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photograph is a close up of the arms of Ulster. The arms are done in hatching; always a good challenge 

for visualizing the tinctures. The three other sides display the arms of Leinster, Munster and Connacht. 

Wandering up O’Connell Street is very interesting. While busy with the bustling stream of locals, the 

sidewalks are very wide and you can amble along. One interesting modern item you cannot miss (it’s so 

large) is the Spire of Dublin; the world’s tallest sculpture at some 121 metres. It is shaped like a big 

needle and you can get a glimpse of it in the O’Connell Monument photo, just off the sinister shoulder of 

Daniel O’Connell’s statue. 

Dublin is a great place to explore by foot. From our hotel 

we wandered over to Dublin Castle, once the seat of 

British power in Ireland. The parts of the castle we 

explored were the State Apartments, a series of richly 

decorated rooms that are used for official functions and 

receptions. While a revolution was needed to create the 

Republic of Ireland, the rooms and their portraits and 

decorations reflect how the Castle was used while part of 

the United Kingdom.   

Going through the various areas we saw lots of heraldry. 

Along the hallways were many portraits of Irish nobles, 

each with his arms carved and painted onto each portrait 

frame. 

Going through the Throne Room, State Drawing Room 

and State Dining Room we could see how well the Republic has preserved the Imperial heritage of the 

castle. For me, the highlight was exploring Saint Patrick’s Hall. Originally known as the Great Hall, or 

Ballroom, it became Saint Patrick’s Hall in 1783 when King George III instituted the 

Illustrious Order of St. Patrick, and in 1881 the Hall became the Order’s ceremonial 

home. Around the hall are the various banners of the Knights of the Order of St. 

Patrick living at the time of Irish independence in 1922. Below the banners are the 

stall plates of the knights. 

The original home and 

chapel of the Order of St. 

Patrick was St. Patrick’s 

Cathedral in central 

Dublin. So, chasing the 

story of the Order of St. 

Patrick in reverse order, we set off to the 

Cathedral. What an amazing place to see 

heraldry!  

What had been the original Chapel for the Order 

of St. Patrick is now the Choir for the Cathedral. 

With the disestablishment of the Church of 

Ireland in 1871, the Chapel of the Order ceased 

to be used as such. The stalls, stall plates, carved 

helms and crests and banners were left in place at the request of Queen Victoria and, while they are a bit 

dusty, the heraldic devices make an impressive display. Tucked away on a pillar on the south side behind 

Star of the  

Order of St. Patrick 
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the Choir is a small frame showing a drawing of each banner with the name of each Knight; great in 

helping heraldic enthusiasts with naming the banner owners. 

At the Cathedral entrance, above the west end of 

the Nave, there are fine examples of Royal and 

ecclesiastical arms as well as some spectacular 

stained glass windows. Walking down the Nave 

and turning left towards the North Transept you 

can get a feel of the military history of the British 

Empire. Look up and you will see numerous 

Regimental Colours that have been retired from 

various Battalions of several Irish regiments. 

Having now explored St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin, and 

seeing the Chapel of the Illustrious Order of Saint Patrick, 

and as described in the Summer 2016 issue of the Blazon, 

my exploration of Saint Giles’ Cathedral in Edinburgh and 

the Chapel of The Most Ancient and Most Noble Order of 

the Thistle, I now need a trip to London to explore the 

chapels of the Order of the Garter, Order of the Bath and 

the Order of the British Empire. 
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